Death Penalty FOCUS

MARKING 20 YEARS OF WORKING FOR
A LT E R N AT I V E S T O T H E D E AT H P E N A LT Y

MISSION
LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT
AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “The arc of the
universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” Never
has that statement resonated with us as it does now
that we are marking the 20th Anniversary of Death
Penalty Focus. For two decades, the staff and Board
of this organization have worked to educate the
public about the brutality and injustice inherent in
the death penalty system, and to mobilize people to
fight for human rights.
In this document, you will find information about
the heroic men and women who make our work possible, as well as several exciting new projects we’ve
launched to carry us toward the inevitable achievement of our goal of abolition.
Our longtime board member and friend, Rabbi
Leonard Beerman, sometimes offers a bit of Rabbinic
wisdom at board meetings to lift the mood:
A traveling merchant noticed a man sitting on the
roof of a synagogue and called to him asking what
he was doing. “I am waiting for the Messiah,” said
the man confidently. “This must be very difficult
work for you,” sympathized the merchant. “Well,”
said the man on the roof, “The pay is low, but the
work is steady!”
We’re thrilled to report that recent developments
suggest our work is becoming unsteady. Thank you
for your support throughout the years!
In peace,

Mike Farrell
President

Lance Lindsey

Executive Director

Founded in 1988,
Death Penalty Focus is
dedicated to the
abolition of capital
punishment through
public education,
grassroots and political
organizing, research,
media outreach, local,
state and nationwide
coalition building, and
the education of
religious, legislative
and civic leaders
about the death
penalty and its
alternatives.

“I have been against the
death penalty all of my
life because it kills innocent people, increases
brutality and slows our
progress toward becoming the most civilized
nation in the world. The United States is moving gradually, but surely, toward abolition and
DPF has been a highly effective force in promoting that progress. I salute them!”
—Mario Cuomo

Our work would not be possible without the heroic efforts
of those around us who are committed to abolition. What
follows are snapshots of our allies: exonerees, faith leaders, DPF members and chapters, members of law enforcement, and the family and friends of murder victims who
oppose the death penalty.
EXONEREES

FAITH LEADERS

Over 200 people have been wrongfully convicted
and exonerated in California since 1989; a few
were even sentenced to death. In 2006, we cosponsored the Faces of Wrongful Conviction
Conference, the largest-ever gathering of the
wrongfully convicted in California. DPF continues
to work closely with exonerees through our
Speaker’s Bureau.
www.facesofwrongfulconviction.org
“If you don’t have
the best and the
brightest fighting
for you, with lots of
money and support,
you’re not going to
make it out. And if
you’d had that kind
of money, you
probably wouldn’t
be in prison in the
first place.
I was exonerated and freed in 2002. The
Faces of Wrongful Convictions Conference
allowed me to share my story with over 500
participants. DPF presented an invaluable
opportunity to speak to the media, legislative and public policy communities about
innocent people caught up in our flawed,
unfair criminal justice system.”
Gloria Killian was wrongfully convicted of first
degree murder in 1986, and faced a possible death
sentence. Due to false testimony of an informant
and prosecutorial misconduct, she was eventually
sentenced to 32 years to life and served 18 years
before her exoneration and release.

The majority of the world’s religions officially oppose
the death penalty, and we work to establish meaningful relationships with the nation’s religious leaders.
In 1998, we founded California People of Faith
Working Against the Death Penalty (CPF) to mobilize
faith communities and organized a major conference,
Changing Hearts and Minds, which brought together
leaders from diverse faith traditions to strengthen
moral leadership in opposition to the death penalty.
We continue to organize faith-based communities,
and in 2007 brought together almost 200 faith leaders from diverse traditions for workshops on the
death penalty.
“The people behind Death Penalty
Focus have put in extraordinary
years of hard work and I want to
thank you. The work of DPF is in
the best tradition of Dr. King,
Gandhi, and Mandela.”
—Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.

DPF MEMBERS AND CHAPTERS

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Identifying,
organizing and
empowering
members of
law enforcement opposed
to capital punishment is a
crucial part of
DPF's work to
end the death

“DPF is one of the premier
organizations seeking to
abolish the death penalty. By
educating and mobilizing the
public, Death Penalty Focus
ensures that the use of this
arbitrary and barbaric practice
receives the intense critical
scrutiny it deserves.”
—Human Rights Watch
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Darryl Stallworth, a
former Alameda
County Deputy District
Attorney, was recently
hired by DPF to mobilize our allies in law
enforcement.
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OUR HISTORY: HIGHLIGHTS
DPF leads protests against the execution of Robert Alton Harris, the
first in CA since the reinstatement
of the death penalty.

Death Penalty Focus is founded
by leaders from legal, religious,
and political communities,
including former CA Gov.
Edmund “Pat” Brown.

1988

1989

Mike Farrell elected
President of the Board of
Directors; Lance Lindsey
later hired as Executive
Director. Both currently
serve in these positions.

DPF leads a protest of the
CA Supreme Court’s 100th
decision affirming a death
sentence.

1990

1991

Legal Tracking Project developed,
which tracks capital cases in CA to
provide support for litigation
strategies and advocacy efforts.

1992

1993

A statewide Field
Research Institute poll
is co-sponsored by DPF.

1994

DPF hosts
California Journey
of Hope, a tour of
speakers who
have lost a loved
one to homicide
and execution.

1995

The Death Penalty in
California: A Time for
Uncommon Sense, a DPF conference, is held in San
Francisco.

199

96

FAMILY & FRIENDS OF MURDER VICTIMS

In 2004, despite widespread
political pressure, San
Francisco District Attorney
Kamala Harris refused to seek
the death penalty for the
murder of police officer Isaac
Espinoza. DPF organized a
rally in support of her decision on the steps of city hall,
and later honored her for her
courage at the 2007 Annual
Awards Dinner.

It is often assumed that the
loved ones of murder victims
want executions. Yet for
many victims’ survivors, more
killing only perpetuates their
suffering. We are in awe of
the family members and
friends of murder victims who
have stepped forward to
oppose the death penalty. We

“The death penalty is not a
deterrent to murder. It is
prone to error, resulting in
innocent people being sent
to their death.
I am bound by
oath to make
decisions not
based on
politics.”

work to mobilize and empower them through California
Crime Victims for Alternatives
to the Death Penalty (CCV), a
coalition project of Murder
Victims' Families for
Reconciliation, the ACLU of
Northern California, and

1997

1998

DPF’s Los Angeles
chapter sponsors Not
in Our Name: A
Conference to Stop
the Death Penalty on
Nov. 15th at Loyola
Law School.

“My brother was found lifeless on
July 12, 2003 in Washington. It has
been agonizing for me to go
through the grief of Bob’s violent
death. But the possibility of the
death penalty is an additional burden. I know now, more than ever,
that killing is wrong. I honor my
brother’s life by standing against the
practice of execution.”

Death Penalty Focus.

—San Francisco District Attorney
Kamala Harris

DPF founds California
People of Faith
Working Against the
Death Penalty (CPF).

Pictured are Judy Kerr, her daughter Abby, and Judy's
brother, Robert James Kerr.

—Judy Kerr,
CCV Victim Liaison / Spokesperson

www.californiacrimevictims.org

Committing to
Conscience Conference,
one of the largest
advocacy events in the
history of the abolition
movement, kicks off a
statewide moratorium
campaign.

1999

2000

DPF and partners
form Californians for
a Moratorium on
Executions (CME). The
coalition collects nearly 175,000 signatures,
resolutions, and organizational endorsements calling for a
moratorium.

2001

Gov. George Ryan
declares a moratorium on executions
in Illinois.

2002

Atkins vs. Virginia: the
US Supreme Court
rules that executing
the mentally retarded
violates the Eighth
Amendment's ban on
cruel and unusual punishment.

2003

Turn to the next
page to see recent
accomplishments

!

THE LAST FIVE YEARS
We have seen steady advances in the abolition movement over the past two decades. The
recent momentum has been extremely encouraging:

“The American government has
become an engine to re-distribute
the wealth of the nation upwards,
and our justice system has become a
mechanism to legitimize the transfer
of blame from the actual perpetrators of inequity to its hapless victims.
Capital punishment is its crowning
achievement. The death penalty does not deter
crime, it has become one. Death Penalty Focus is
doing God’s work. By opposing this abomination,
they give us hope that reason and compassion in
this madding world will ultimately prevail.”
—James Cromwell

2003
With organizing efforts by DPF, a
bill passes which prevents the execution of the mentally retarded in
California (SB3).

2004
Working in coalition, DPF campaigns to prevent the execution of
Kevin Cooper, placing ads in the
New York Times and San Jose
Mercury News.
After years of
activism by DPF,
the California
Commission on
the Fair
Administration
of Justice is formed by Senate
Resolution. DPF publicizes every
hearing, organizes witnesses to testify, and submits reports.

2005

2007

DPF co-authors
an Amicus
brief on behalf
of Donald
Beardslee,
arguing that
lethal injection
as currently
administered
may constitute
a violation of
the Eighth
Amendment.

DPF’s 2007 Walk to End Executions
garners media attention statewide,
with rallies in fifteen counties and
at San Quentin State Prison.

DPF co-sponsors AB1121, a
bill that would
place a moratorium on executions in
California.

Roper v. Simmons: the US Supreme
Court forbids the execution of juveniles under the age of 18.
Working in coalition, DPF campaigns to prevent the execution of
Stanley Williams, co-authoring an
Amicus brief that highlighted issues
of racism and gathering over 150
signatures of national and international leaders demanding clemency.

2006
DPF co-sponsors the Faces of
Wrongful Conviction conference,
the largest-ever gathering of
California exonerees.
DPF members mobilize to successfully defeat the Streamlined
Procedures Act, which would have
undermined the fundamental principles of habeas corpus.

DPF and the National Coalition to
Abolish the Death Penalty co-sponsor the largest national death
penalty conference in the country.
The UN General Assembly adopts
a resolution for a moratorium on
the use of the death penalty, after
months of lobbying by DPF and
the World Coalition to Abolish the
Death Penalty
(DPF is on the
steering committee of the
World
Coalition).
New Jersey officially abolishes the
death penalty.

2008
The CA Commission on the Fair
Administration of Justice holds its
first hearings on the death penalty.
Members of DPF, California Crime
Victims for Alternatives to the
Death Penalty (CCV), exonerees,
and law enforcement testify.

DONORS
In the past five years, the following individuals have been especially generous in their support of Death Penalty Focus and our ongoing efforts to end the death penalty. We are truly
grateful to everyone who has supported DPF with volunteer work, donations, by attending
events or participating in vigils and protests. We cannot do it without you!
“We support
DPF because
they bring us
closer to the
day when
America will
join the majority of the world
and end statesanctioned killing. Since 1988,
DPF has coordinated an amazing
grassroots effort to abolish the
death penalty, in California and
nationwide. Join us today!”
—Jane Kaczmarek,
Actor and Activist

Abe & Frances Lastfogel Foundation

Alan Sieroty

Karol Martin

Carol Sobel

Moratorium Campaign

John & Marilyn Wells

Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Haskell Wexler & Rita Taggart-Wexler

Jene O’Keefe
Norman & Evelyn Redlich
David W. Rintels & Vicki Riskin
George Russell
San Gabriel Pastoral Region of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles

Arlene & Alan Alda
Garland & Farrokh Allen
Barbara Bosson
Marjorie & Marvin Braude
Melanie Bray
Bruce Ford Brown Charitable Trust
Lorraine Brown
Richard E. Carlburg
Dorothy Ehrlich
Eve Fisher & Michael Ishina
Laura Fox & John Hofbauer
Linda Fox & Floyd Dickman
James Frawley
John Given & Nancy Cotton
Alan Gleitsman & Cherie Rosche
Patricia Heaton & David Hunt
Gordon Hunt
Norman Jewison
Kevin Kilner & Jordan Baker-Kilner
Michelle Kleinert

David E. Kelley
Lear Family Foundation
Jane & Ron Olson

Martin & Janet Sheen

Andy & Deborah Rappaport

Rosalind Singer

Cynthia Lovelace Sears

Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange

Stephen Rohde & Wendy Herzog

Tate Family Trust

Cynthia Lovelace Sears

Twentieth Century Fox

Silicon Valley Community Foundation

United Way of the Bay Area

Stephen M. Silberstein

Virginia Van Zandt

Vanguard Public Foundation

William Morris Agency

HUMANITARIAN
($30,000 - $39,999)

Bishop Gabino Zavala

ACLU of Northern California

Christina Honchell

John H. Scott

Working Assets

J.J. Abrams & Kathleen McGrath

All Saints Church

Michael & Laurie Schur

Chic Wolk

DEFENDER OF JUSTICE
($5,000 - $9,999)

PATRON OF JUSTICE
($20,000 - $29,999)

Leo & Sherry Frumkin
Pamela & Marty Krasney

BENEFACTOR OF JUSTICE
($10,000 - $19,999)

Charles & Joan Patterson

Mary Broderick

CHAMPION
($40,000 - $49,999)

Jody Buckley & Mark Horowitz
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice
Community Technology Foundation of
California (ZeroDivide)
Weisman Discretionary Trust
Danny Glover
Robert & Heidi Greenwald

Bradley Whitford & Jane Kaczmarek

Rabbi Leonard & Eve Beerman
Larry Rose
Robert Singer & Eugenie Ross-Leming
Richard & Sue Wollack
Charlotte & Arthur Zitrin Foundation

Gail Jones

Elizabeth Zitrin & Clint Mitchell

Trudy Kanner

VISIONARY
($50,000 + )

Al Meyerhoff
Myron Miller
Robert Myers
Nancy Oliveira
Max Palevsky & Jodie Evans
Leon Pascucci
Father Chris Ponnet
Todd Quinn
Tracy Rice
Robert Sanger & Catherine Swysen
Cynthia Sears & Frank Buxton
Stanley & Betty Sheinbaum

Charles Blitz
Mike Farrell & Shelley Fabares
Norman Felton & Denise Aubuchon
Fund for Nonviolence
Nick McKeown
Ed Redlich & Sarah Timberman
Sheilah Dorcy Trust
Donald Spoto
Tides Foundation

“When Death Penalty Focus first started, I
assumed it was a noble cause that would fail.
The conventional wisdom and polls said it
was impossible to change public opinion.
Mike and the folks at DPF have led the way in
turning the country around on this issue. We
all owe them our gratitude and continuing
admiration and support.”
—Robert Greenwald, Director of documentaries Wal-Mart:
The High Cost of Low Price and Outfoxed.

BOARD MEMBERS
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Mike Farrell
Tracy Rice
Virginia Van Zandt
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Mark Kimber
Garland Allen

President
Vice President
Vice President
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Secretary
Treasurer

STAFF
Lance Lindsey
Executive Director

Stefanie Faucher
Program Director

Alison Powell
Development Director

Yoko Otani-Spurlin
Office Manager

Darryl Stallworth
Law Enforcement Outreach Coordinator

Judy Kerr
CCV Victim Liaison / Spokesperson

Pat Clark, DPF’s first Executive
Director, with Board President
Mike Farrell and Advisory Board
Member Danny Glover

BOARD
Joe Baker
Rabbi Leonard Beerman*
James Bell
Mary Broderick
Ellen Eggers
Linda Fox
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Aundré Herron
Kevin Kilner
Pamela Krasney
Rev. James Lawson, Jr.
Andy Love
Lawrence C. Marshall
Robert Myers*
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Ed Redlich
Speedy Rice
Eugenie Ross-Leming
Robert Sanger
Nadine Semer
Alan Sieroty
Donald Spoto
Sarah Timberman
Alejandro Villaseñor
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Elizabeth Zitrin

Aarti Kelapure
CCV Victim Program Coordinator

*This individual has served on the board since the founding of DPF.

